RICHELIEU
power, so much so that it has sometimes been valued at
forty, and even at sixty, francs. It would seem, however,
that these estimates are excessive, and can only be justified
occasionally, for certain products, and in special circum-
stances. To obtain an average amongst all the elements
of appreciation at our disposal, we can obtain a sensible
and more or less exact estimate by fixing the purchasing
power of the lime at twenty francs of to-day. It is on this
basis that we shall work, for it is certain that Richelieu's
receipts and expenses have a much more impressive signifi-
cance for us when we read them as being in modern
currency.
Of what nature were the Cardinal's revenues? We
should know this without question if the register for 1639
had not been mutilated: fourteen sheets are unfortunately
missing (the original register contained seventy-eight),
and these contained the receipts. But he himself tells us
that, when he arrived at the ministry, he had a revenue of
25,000 limes in benefices (500,000 francs), and an equal
sum which came to him on the death of his brother,
making a total of one million. Besides, the King also gave
him six abbeys, whose revenues cannot be estimated; but
they were considerable. If we note also that he possessed
a rich farm in Normandy, and that it produced for him
50,000 limes (one million francs), and a rental of 60,000
limes from his five extensive farms in France (1,200,000
francs), we shall find there the chief base on which to
estimate the fixed revenues under his charge. For the
rest, his will, which we give as an appendix,1 is on this
subject the most eloquent of texts.
We also know that the customs of the period, altogether
different from ours, allowed a chief minister, likewise a
1 See page 285.
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